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Fudicium fubtile videndis artibus Hor. 


muvee 29 AST E is at prefent the darling idol of the 


ay fe polite world, and the world of letters; and, 


e indeed, feems to be confidered as the quin- 

=2 tefience of almoft all the arts and fciences, 

The fine ladies and gentlemen drefs with 

Tafte; the architeéts, whether Gothic or Chinefe, build with 
Tafte ; the painters paint with Tafte; the poets write 
with Tafte ; critics read with Tafte ; and in fhort, fidlers, 
players, fingers, dancers, and mechanics themfelves, are all 
the fons and daughters of Tafte. Yet in this amazing fuper- 
abundancy of Tafte few can fay what it really is, or what 
the word itfelf fignifies. Should I attempt to define it in 
the ftile of a Connoifféur, 1 muft run over the names of all 
the famous poets, painters, and fculptors, ancient and mo- 
Vor, II. 5H dern ; 
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dern ; and after having pompoufly harangued on the excel- 
lencies of Apelles, Phidias, Praxiteles, Angelo, Rubens, 
Pouffin, and Dominichino, with a word or two on all tafle- 
ful compofitions, fuch as thofe of Homer, Virgil, Tafp, 
Dante, and Ariofio, I fhould leave the reader in wonder of 
my profound erudition, and as little informed as before. 
But as deep learning, though more flaming and pompous, 
is perhaps not always fo ufeful as common fenfe, I fhall 
endeavour to get at the true meaning of the word Tafte, by 
confidering what it ufually imports in familiar writings and 
ordinary converfation. 


Ir is fuppofed by Locke and other clofe reafoners, that 
words are intended as figns of our ideas: but daily expe- 
rience will convince us, that words are often ufed to exprefs 
no ideas at all. Thus many perfons, who talk perpetually 
of Tafte, throw it out as a mere expletive, without any 
meaning annexed to it. Bardolph, when demanded the 
meaning of the word accommodated, wifely explains it by fay- 
ing that “* accommodated, fir, is—a—a—a—accommodated, fir, 


“is as if one fhould fay—a—accommodated :? and if in like 


manner, you afk one of thefe people What is Tafte? they will 
tell you that “ Tafte is a kind of a fort of a—a—a—, 
in fhort ‘* Tafte is Tafte.”” Thefe talkers muft be con- 
fidered as abfolute blanks in converfation, fince it is im- 
poffible to learn the explanation of a term from them, as 
they affix no determinate meaning to any expreffion. 


Amonc men of fenfe, whofe words carry meaning in 
their found, Tafte is commonly ufed in one of thefe two 
fignifications, Firft, when they give any perfon the ap- 
pellation of a Man of Tafte, they would intimate that he 

has 
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has a turn for the polite arts, as well as the leffer elegancies 
of life; and that from his natural bent to thofe ftudies, and 
his acquired knowledge in them, he is capable of diftin- 
guifhing what is good or bad in any thing of that kind 
fubmitted to his judgment. The meaning at other times 
implied by a Man of Tafte is, that he is not only fo far an 
adept in thofe matters as to be able to judge of them ac- 
curately, but is alfo poffefled of the faculty of executing 
them gracefully. Thefe two fignifications will perhaps be 
more eufily conceived, and clearly illuftrated, when applied 
to our Senfual Tafte. The Man of Tafte, according to the 
firfi, may be confidered as a Bon Vivant, who is fond of 
the difhes before him, and diftinguifhes nicely what is 
favoury and delicious, or flat and infipid in the ingredients 
of each: according to the fecond, he may be regarded 
as the Cook, who from knowing what things will mix 
well together, and diftinguifhing by a nice tafte when he 


has arrived at that happy mixture, is able to compofe 
fuch exquifite difhes, 


Boru thefe fignifications of the word will be found agree- 
able to the following definition of it, which I have fome- 
where feen, and is the only juft defcription of the term, that 
I ever remember to have met with. ‘* Tafte confifts in a 
“‘ nice harmony between the Fancy and the Judgment.” 
The moft chaftifed judgment, without genius, can never 
conftiiute a Man of Tafte ; and the moft luxuriant Imagina- 
tion, unregulated by Judgment, will only carry us into wild 

and extravagant deviations from it. To mix oil, vinegar, 
| butter, milk, eggs, &c. incoherently together, would make 
an Olio not to be relifhed by any palate; and the man who 


has no goat for delicacies himfelf will never compofe a good 
dith, 
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dith, though he fhould ever fo ftri€tly adhere to the rules of 
La Chapcile, Hannah Glaff, and Martha Bradley. 1 con- 
fine my(elf at prefent chiefly to that fignification of the 
word, which implies the capacity of exerting our own facul- 
ties in the feveral branches of Tafte, becaufe That always 


includes the other. 


Havinc thus fettled what Tafte is, it may not be unen- 
tertaining to examine modern Tafte by thefe rules: and 
perhaps it will appear, that on the one hand its moft pleafing 
flights and ravifhing elegancies are extravagant and abfurd, 
and that on the other hand thofe who affect a correct Tafte 
in all their undertakings, proceed mechanically without ge- 
nius. The firft {pecies of Tafte, which gives a loofe to the 
imagination, indulges itfelf in caprice, and is perpetually 
{triking new ftrokes, is the chief regulator of the fafhion. 
In drefs, it has put hunting-poles into the hands of our 
gentlemen, and erected coaches and windmills on the heads 
of our ladies. In equipage, it has built chariots of papier 
maché, and by putting {potted Dani/h horfes into the harnefs, 
has made our beaux look like Bacchus in his car drawn by 
leopards. ‘The ornaments, both on the outfide and infide 
of our houfes, are all Gothic or Chinefe; and whoever makes 
a pagod of his parlour, throws a plank or two with an irre- 
gular crofs-barred paling over a dirty ditch, or places battle- 
ments on a root-houfe or a ftable, fits up his houfe and 
garden entirely in Tafte, 





Tue fecond fort of Men of Tafte are to be found chiefly 
among the Literati, and are thofe, who defpifing the mo- 


dern whims to which fafhion has given the name of Tatfte, 


pretend to follow with the moft fcrupulous exactnefs the 
chafte 
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chafte models of the antients. Thefe are the poets who 
favour us with correét, epithetical, and a/feful compofitions ; 
whofe works are without blemifh, and conformable to the 
precife rules of Qyintilian, Horace, and Arifiotle: and as 
they are intended merely for the perufal of perfons of the 
moft refined Tafte, it is no wonder that they are above the 
level of common underftandings. Thefe too are the Critics, 
who in their comments upon authors, embarrafs us with 
repeated allufions to the ftudy of Virti: And thefe too are 
the Connoiffeurs in Architeéture, who build ruins after V7- 
truvius, and neceflaries according to Palladio. One gentle- 
man of this caft has built his villa upon a bleak hill, with 
four fpacious porticos, open on each fide to court the four 
winds ; becaufe, in the fultry regions of Italy, this model 
has been thought moft convenient ; and another has, in great 
meafure, fhut out the light from his apartments, and cut off 
all profpect from his windows, by erecting an high wall be- 
fore his houfe, which in Italy has been judged neceflary to 
fcreen them from the fun, 


ARCHITECTURE feems indeed to be the main article, in 
which the efforts of Tafte are now difplayed. Among thofe 
who are fond of exerting their fancies in capricious innova- 
tions, I might inftance the many pretty whims, of which 
an infinite variety may be feen within ten miles of London, 
But us a proof of the noble and judicious Tafte among us, 
I fhall beg leave to defcribe, in the ftile of a Connoiffeur, 
a moft amazing curiofity, erected in a very polite quarter 
of this town. 


In the midft of a noble and fpacious area ftands a grand 
Obelifk. The Bafe forms a perfect fquare with right 
Vor. Il, s I angles ; 
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angles; the Body of it is cylindrical; but the Capital is an 


Heptagon, and has feveral curious lines and figures defcribed 
on each of its feven flat fides or fuperfices, which ferve to 
terminate as many moft magnificent and ftriking Viftas, 
This fuperb Column, no lefs remarkable than the famous 
Pillar of Trajan, feems (from the feveral Gnomons and 
other Hieroglyphics ftuck about it) to have been originally 
dedicated to the Sun ; but is now known among the vulgar 
by the more common name of The Seven Dials, 


O 
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